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ofCharity
Missionaries

(Photo above, at left) Msgr. Joseph
Schaedel, vicar general of the 
archdiocese, leads the Missionaries
of Charity and the assembly in 
procession from St. Philip Neri to
their new house on N. Temple Ave.

(Above) Sisters from convents 
a short distance away join in 
celebrating the establishment of 
a new house in the archdiocese.

(Left) During the blessing of the
house and chapel, 39 Missionaries 
of Charity kneel before the house
where four of their sisters will 
begin to serve the people of the
community.

Missionaries of Charity Sister Christa (Knarr), a
native of nearby Holy Cross Parish who now
serves in Jenkins, Ky., proclaims the first reading
at the Mass at St. Philip Neri.

The archbishop incenses the Blessed Sacrament on the front porch of the
new house.

Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein blesses the Missionaries of Charity sisters with holy water as they kneel in front of their new
house on N. Temple Ave. in Indianapolis. Four of the sisters began their ministry there Sunday, June 25.
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Missionaries of Charity’s mission then extends from the
tabernacle.

“Tomorrow, because our faith is fortified, we are able
to find Jesus in the poorest of the poor,” he said.

“Today, we venerate the hidden Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament—hidden so that our faith and our love may
seek him out. … Our time at the tabernacle inspires us to
live for Jesus.”

A group of the Missionaries of Charity led the singing
of “Holy Is His Name”—one of their favorite hymns—
after communion.

Before the procession began, the assembly listened to
an audiotape of Mother Teresa—foundress of the order in
1950—saying, “Jesus came to give us the Good News that
God loves us and that he wants us to help one another.”

She spoke the words attributed to her by the archbishop
to describe her belief that ministry begins in silence before
the Blessed Sacrament: “The fruit of faith is love; the fruit
of love is service; and the fruit of service is peace.”

Four Franciscan Brothers of Christ the King and two
Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary from
India showed their support for the new sisters with their
presence at the Mass and procession.

The Missionaries of Charity sisters wore the white
habits edged in blue stripes, made familiar by Mother
Teresa, as they processed through the streets for the three
blocks to their new house. They came from some of the
houses located in the Midwest, including St. Louis,
Chicago and Detroit.

The procession passed well-kept properties, as well
as houses with missing doors and windows. Families sat
on their porches watching the event, some displaying
appreciation—some disdain—but all showed interest.

A shirtless man, sitting with his family, took photo-
graphs of the group praying in front of the Missionaries of
Charities’ new house. Later, he brought water for a child
who was suffering from the heat.

MISSIONARIES
continued from page 1

Danette. Newly professed Sister Sylvia is from Minnesota.
The sisters use only their religious first names.

The sisters will begin their ministry by visiting the
homes of people in the neighborhood around St. Philip.
Some of their ministries in other cities include soup
kitchens, homeless shelters, maternity assistance, after-
school care, care of the elderly, food pantries and cloth-
ing distribution. After they know the critical needs, they
will welcome the help of the community in their min-
istry.

Besides helping the community, the Missionaries of
Charity typically provide pastoral assistance to the
parishes where they live, such as religious education and
visitation to the sick.

When she learned that there would be a new house in
Indianapolis, Sister Rochelle, regional superior, said,
“Pray that we can bring people close to the heart of
Jesus.”

One of the sisters asked the group that attended the
house blessing to pray one decade of the rosary with the
sisters—meditating on the Resurrection, one of the
Glorious Mysteries—for an increase of faith. †

The sight of the dozens of women kneeling at prayer
seemed to “drown out” the loud music of a passing car
during the prayer service.

“Where two or three are gathered in Christ’s name, he
is there in their midst,” said the archbishop. “Praying
together without ceasing is a sign that the Church is a
praying community.”

He asked God for “the kindness of your grace on the
Missionaries of Charity who will dwell in this house.”

Archbishop Buechlein had invited the Missionaries of
Charity to come to Memphis when he was bishop there
from 1987-1992. When he came to Indianapolis, he asked
Mother Teresa for some of the sisters to start a house here.
She responded that, when she had enough sisters and the
time was right, she would send the sisters.

After Mother Teresa died in 1997, her successor, Sister
Nirmala, let the archbishop know that she had not forgot-
ten his request. Four weeks ago, she indicated that the
congregation would establish a house here.

Three of the four Missionaries of Charity who will
minister from the Temple Street address are from India:
the local superior Sister Marilyn, Sister Treslin and Sister
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